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Fritz Von Osterhausen : Wristwatch Chronometers: Mechanical Precision Watches (Schiffer Book for 
Collectors)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 

Wristwatch Chronometers: Mechanical Precision Watches (Schiffer Book for Collectors): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent bookBy Shopper 2701This is an excellent book and deals 
with the subject more than adequately. The first half of the book (pages 1-82) deals with the history and methods for 
testing wristwatch chronometers for Switzerland, Germany, France and England. Along with the text the pages are 
filled with vintage chronometer watch ads and tables with production data, results of observatory competitions and 
photos of actual testing certificates. The second half of the book (pages 83-202) is a gallery of high quality color 
pictures of vintage (1930-1975) chronometer wristwatches and their movements with informative descriptions. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0764303759


Includes a decent index for reference. Total pages are 211. Hardcover with dust jacket. The book measures 9 1/2" x 12 
1/2", ISBN 0-7643-0375-9. The author Fritz von Osterhausen is a noted watch expert and author of many books and 

articles on horology, including Movado-History(Schiffer 1996).2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. 
Interesting, but very carelessly preparedBy A CustomerAlthough the book contains very interesting information on 

chronometer testing, there are literally hundreds of spelling errors. One wonders about the accuracy of the information 
when the book was assembled in such a careless fashion.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Super 
reference bookBy A CustomerAs an avid collector of chronometers, I recommend this work. It is a nicely done 

reference work with a listing of chronometer grade movements and how they were tested.

"A Chronometer is a precision watch, which is regulated in various positions and at different temperatures and has 
received a certificate to that effect." This definition of a chronometer was formulated in 1951 by the Organization of 
Swiss Watch Manufacturers. This book gives a detailed account of chronometer testing for wristwatches in Europe, 
with information about testing methods, procedures, and guidelines. as well as participating makers based on Swiss 
Testing Agencies' yearly reports from 1925 and the Swiss Observatories' reports kept between 1941 and 1967. More 
than 60 chronometer wristwatches by known makers are discussed, as well as their tests. Types of errors and their 

possible causes will be pinpointed. Practical chronometer testing will be taught, as will the differences between 
chronometer and non-chronometer wristwatches from various European countries. In addition to the many 

photographs in the illustration section, a register listing more than 300 Swiss watch manufacturers who made 
chronometer wristwatches will be very useful. The reader also receives hints about fakes and forgeries.


