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Frances Johnson : Collecting Household Linens (Schiffer Book for Collectors)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Collecting Household Linens (Schiffer Book for 

Collectors): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy linicpGREAT BOOK!15 of 15 people found the 
following review helpful. A valuable fun to read guide for the linen lover!By Carole A. Ling 

(caling@penn.com)Frances Johnson not only gives you information on identifying your textiles, but she is a historian 
as well. The photos are well done, nicely displayed and present a clear image of the linens. Both beginning collectors 
and seasoned ones will enjoy this reference. Having collected for over thirty years, I was able to not only enjoy this 

reference, but learn from it as well. Although this is not a "coffee table book", it is packed with useful information, and 
is light enough to carry with you to auctions, shows etc. The tips on restoration and care are extremely good. The only 

drawback is that the prices quoted are somewhat on the low side. The reader should recognize that this is a guide. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=076430111X


Overall, this is an excellent book to have in your collecting reference library.4 of 4 people found the following review 
helpful. Great resource on linens even for beginnersBy Rebecca M. MakasI would have given this book 5 stars if the 
chapters included some of the topics in the second book in the series. For example shade pulls are not something I see 

very often, nor are they a linen type that I'm specifically interested in, but they get a fair sized section dedicated to 
them.The research and data is excellent, although because of the size of the book I find it a bit more cumbersome to 

read. The pictures are fair as well and are not the highest "picture book" quality. They do however show the important 
details well and clearly and the variety of items shown is a great cross section of what the chapter talks 

about.Definately well worth the money for someone intersted in vintage linens with little or no background in them.

Perfect for the experienced collector as well as for the novice, this book covers all the details, beginning with the 
origins of handmade linens and encompassing afghans, altar cloths, curtains and shade pulls, and bedspreads; subjects 
which have not been covered before because they have only recently become very collectible. Centerpieces and doilies 
are probably the best known of household linens because so many were made through the years, and the author makes 

it easy to identify the many varieties. Other popular areas covered are decorator pillows, napkins, and napkin rings.

About the AuthorFrances Johnson's love of needlework began when she was only five years old, when her great-
grandmother taught her to make the perfect cross stitch. She lives in Maine. 


