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David Jen : Chinese Cash: Identification and Price Guide  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Chinese Cash: Identification and Price Guide: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Field guide for coin identificationBy Brian BurkeThis is a useful 
refrence when identification of coinage is needed , what was not included were any of the paper bank notes or 

government issued bills one would think of in terms of cash ? Never the less , the information contained within is very 
useful and will serve as a guide to identifying what would otherwise be a time consuming task in comparing . Would 
recommend for coins ID0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. seriously flawed, still somewhat usefulBy a 

readerThere are several major problems with this work:1. Starting at page 131 and continuing to page 178, the 
illustration numbers do not match the numbers mentioned in the text. Thus, for example you will read that "The 
Tianming coins (Nos. 644-5) were cast by Nurhaci in AD 1616" but illustration numbers 644 and 645 (and the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=087341859X


catalogue numbers too) actually refer to Ming rebel coins. No more than annoying if you recognize the characters for 
"tian ming" and find the correct illustration, but this defect will be a serious impediment to those who don't read 

Chinese.2. Pricing system is poorly explained. Jen tell us that his prices are "based on the current Chinese market 
conditions" but says that the reader cannot expect that a coin available in China for 10 yuan could still be purchased 

for that price in the US. He also notes that a coin valued at 1000 dollars in China should probably sell at around 3000 
dollars in the US. With that Jen ends his price discussion, leaving the reader to wonder whether the values given in the 
book are the prices to be found in China, or China-based prices with the expected mark-up for US sale included.3. no 
citation of sources - ANYWHERE.4. no coin weights or weight ranges.5. history articles are written with an outdated 

Han nationalist bias. Learn how peasants chafed under the yoke of alien rule. Anti Yuan rebels strike "a common 
chord with freedom-loving people everywhere" - we have to hope we're not talking about Ming Taizu. The Taiping 
rebellion is presented as an ethnic freedom fight against Manchu oppressors, a false start on the road to the overdue 
revolution of 1911.Still, updated types and realistic prices make this a useful work.0 of 0 people found the following 

review helpful. Not for a beginnerBy LUV2JOURNEYGood book but not easy to understand / follow even for a 
numismatist. It does have good pictures but not nearly enough of them. I don't recommend it if you are new at China 

coins, you will get lost and frustrated.It has potential to be a great book if it was revised well.

Covering over 3000 years of numismatic history, this volume lists, illustrates and values in multiple condition grades, 
a variety of monetary forms issued in Imperial China. Many newly discovered varieties are included in this extensively 

illustrated text.


