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J. J. Murphy : Children's Handkerchiefs: A Two Hundred Year History  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Children's Handkerchiefs: A Two Hundred Year History: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. The shocking world of handkerchiefsBy Kristin AndersonWhen I 
started an illustrated handkerchief business in 2008, I wanted to research the history of kerchiefs. This book presents 

beautiful photos of vintage handkerchiefs, from extremely religious to horrendously racist, that through their 
illustrations capture the history of the handkerchief in the U.S. and abroad.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Author is amazing with information and the pictures in color are fantastic!By V. R. FeldmanVery thorough, 

and it still isn't quite enough even at 160 pages! Well worth the price. But I don't know how any one book can do this. 
I keep going back and learning something else knew. Just wish there was more about the Disney ones or I may 

discover the answer as I continue to go back. There is a Content and Index page, sadly lacking in a lot of collectors 
books.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Coveted this book for a long while on my wish ...By 

Anonymous2015Coveted this book for a long while on my wish list and decided to buy for myself. Photos worth the 
price alone.

Children's printed handkerchiefs have a rich two hundred year history going all the way back to America's beginnings. 
Along with delighting generations of children with their colorful designs, these highly collectible items have also 

served a social and educational role. The earliest reflected Puritan influences, tending to be instructional, religious, and 
moralistic in nature. As industrial growth and prosperity changed, the very nature of childhood, sports and games, 

nursery rhymes, and fairy tales became more common subject matter. By the early twentieth century, storybook and 
comic strip characters began to appear, soon joined by such popular figures of mass culture as Mickey Mouse, 

Raggedy Ann, Davy Crockett, and Howdy Doody.
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